A typical hosts such as herbivora may play a very important role in spreading trichinellosis. In particular, some changes in the epizootic and epidemic situation of trichinellosis, during the last years, were found to be caused by horse responsible for the transmission of parasitosis in man (DupouyCamet,1996) . As regards wild herbivora, natural infections due to Trichinella spp. have been reponed in roedeer (Marinculic, 2000) ; in camel (Bommer et al., 1980) ; in hare (Rausch et al, 1956; Pozio, 1988) ; in rein-deer (Kirichek, Abramov, 1980; Bessonov, 1981) and supposed in deer (Currier et al, 1983) . No data are reported about natural or experimental Trichinella infection in fallow-deer. Fallow-deer farming for meat production on grassland has increased in importance In Italy, fallow-deer are usually extensively farmed in order to utilize otherwise unproductive areas.
Breedings of fallow-deer are particularly concentrated in Central Italy (Umbria and Tuscany) and Piedmont (Salghetti, 1991) where the consumption is also higher.
In Umbria there are 3,076 animals (21 breedings) of which 83 % are bred for the production of meat (Mattiello et al., 1993) . The qualitative and nutritional characteristics (crude protein 20.7 %, lipid 1.27 %, gross energy 90-95 Kcal/100g) make this meat extremely competitive compared to that of other animal species (Duranti et al., 1994) .
In this context, the present study was undertaken to investigate, through an experimental infection with low larval doses, the susceptibility of fallow-deer to Trichinella infection and, consequently, the potential risk of infestation for human population linked to ingestion of meat.
ANIMALS
F ive fallow-deer, bred for meat production in Umbria, females, 8-9 months of age and about 18-25 Kg body weight were used. All animals were clinically and parasitologically healthy and were fed with a standard diet (hay and maize) and water ad libitum.
PARASITE
The used T. britovi (T.b.) strain has been isolated from foxes in Umbria and maintained in Swiss mice (Baldelli, 1963 5. it might be assumed that, under some circumstances, atypical hosts can play an epidemiological role in spreading trichinellosis: in this context, the fallowdeer must be added to the list of potential hosts receptive to Trichinella infection.
